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WHAT IS ADVENT?

Advent is a season designed to help us long for God’s coming. It is a time
to reflect upon the ancient hopes of God’s people for the coming Messiah
and to anticipate the Messiah's return. Advent readies us for the celebration
of Christmas — the wonder of God becoming flesh stirs our own longings
for a fresh experience of God's presence and anticipates the return of Jesus
Christ, our King.

In this season, we must remember the miracle that Christ came, but also the
miracle that Christ comes—that He comes in the midst of the darkness and
despair, when all hope seems lost. He enters directly into the void of this
world and our lives to comfort us in the darkness and offer us a way out of
the darkness. He promises that He will one day come again.

Christ came. Christ comes. Christ will come again.
This reading guide is intended to help you as you wait and hope this season.
May your observance this Advent be blessed.

— MBCC Pastors



HOW DO I USE THIS DEVOTIONAL?

There are several ways to use this Advent Devotional personally and
with family and friends.

1.

Every Sunday, read the weekly devotional aloud and reflect on the
weekly questions by journaling or talking with others. The weekly
devotional will anchor you in this week’s theme and prepare you for
the daily Scripture readings.

. Every day, read the daily Scripture readings aloud and reflect on

the daily questions.

. Throughout the week, listen to the suggested worship songs to

go along with the Scripture reading. These will help you meditate
on Scripture and assist you in family worship. To help you worship
through Advent, don’t forget to check out the MBCC Advent
playlist available on Spotify!

. Throughout the season, pray about how you can participate in this

year's Advent Conspiracy project. We encourage you to be a part of
what the Lord is doing this Advent season through our 2024 partner,
Grace House Ministries.
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wHAT 1s ADVENT CONSPIRACY?

We believe the story of Christmas is ours to tell. So, instead of buying a bunch of stuff we
have a challenge for you: Worship Fully, Spend Less, and Give More. Let's tell the real story of
Christmas: The story of Jesus.

This year our Advent Conspiracy partner is Grace House Ministries located in Fairfield,
Alabama. We encourage you to buy fewer gifts this Christmas and give away what you would
have spent for the sake of the Gospel. This is the Advent Conspiracy. 100% of what we raise
together will be given away to support this project.

wHAT 1s GRACE HOUSE MINISTRIES?

* Grace House exists to provide stable, Christian homes to Alabama girls in foster care with
the commitment to developing mature, Godly women.

* Grace House was founded by “Mama” Lois Coleman. Mama Lois worked with community
leaders to purchase and renovate a house in Fairfield, and this first home on Grace House's
campus opened in 1992 when 8 girls moved in.

* Grace House is the only program in the Birmingham area dedicated exclusively to
providing services to Alabama girls in foster care. All of the girls who call Grace House
home have been removed from the custody of their families due to abandonment, abuse,
and/or neglect, and are placed at Grace House through their partnership with the State of
Alabama.

® There are currently over 2,500 girls in the Alabama foster care system. Grace House
currently provides a home for 40 girls with 15 properties, with a vision of having the space
to provide a home for even more girls in the future.

* Grace House's comprehensive approach seeks to end the cycles of poverty and abuse by
educating, equipping, and empowering them, and giving them the hope of Jesus Christ.

ﬁ e
15 PROPERTIES 24/7 CARE FOR 2,500 GIRLS IN ALABAMA
UP TO 40 GIRLS FOSTER CARE
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How caN we HELP?

* Grace House now is entering their fourth Our goal is to raise

decade with a proposal to expand programs

and facilities to serve more girls and improve $200'000 to help

their services.

e They have launched a $4.75 million Growing fund the expansion
in Grace Campaign that will: increase the
educational space and resources of their of the cam pus school

Campus School, add 2 new Transitional
Living Program homes for girls who are on
track to age out of foster care, and build the
Lois G. Coleman Mission Center as the hub

of all campus activities. gII’|S are getting a

e As many as 60% of the girls living at Grace
House attend the campus school. The
campus school provides an opportunity for
the girls to get caught up to grade level and

provides a smaller learning environment for . i
girls who have been through trauma. same time learni ng

e Funds raised though our Advent Conspiracy
project will go to support the expansion of
the campus school which includes expanded X . L
space, new technology, a school resource JOb read Iness traini ng.
officer, enrichment specialist, child
nutrition specialist and a new van.

where the Grace House

quality, Christ centered

education while at the

valuable life skills and

Please visit
mbcc.us/adventconspiracy
for more info and to make a donation.



HOPE

DAILY READING

Mark 1:1-14

Psalm 126

1 Corinthians 15:50-58
Isaiah 40:9-31
Hebrews 10:19-35
Psalm 130
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Isaiah 11:1-10

SONGS

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

God Made Low  SOVEREIGN GRACE MUSIC
King of Kings  HILLSONG

O Little Town of Bethlehem



WEEK 1
Beginning Dec. 1

For many people, HOPE is a desire or a wish that things will somehow get better.
We live in a broken world full of sickness and disease, war and terrorism, broken
relationships and broken homes...death—sometimes it feels like HOPE is a rare
commodity, or maybe just a dream.

For the people of God, HOPE is more than just a desire or a dream. It is the
confident expectation that God Himself will one day set all things right, that He
will restore all things completely. This restoration is made possible by the Advent
of Jesus Christ, our Everlasting King.

The word Advent means “coming” or “arrival.” When we use this word at
Christmas time, it reminds us of the anticipation, expectation, and HOPE held over
hundreds of years by the people of Israel as they waited for the coming of their
Messiah and promised King.

As we light the first Advent candle, representing HOPE, we are reminded that just
as the people of God long ago hoped for the coming of the Messiah, “the light
that was coming into the world,” today, we also HOPE and long for His second
coming. The Advent season is a season that grounds us in the HOPE that only

comes through Christ.

WEEKLY QUESTIONS

What is hope?
Where do | place my hope? Is it in myself/my circumstances or in God?
What hope does Jesus offer?

How can we share the hope of Jesus with others this week?

DAILY QUESTIONS

What does this passage teach me about God and the hope He provides?
How can | apply this passage to my everyday life?

What practices can | put into place to cultivate hope today?



PEACE

DAILY READING
Isaiah 9:1-7

John 14:15-31

Romans 15:4-13
Colossians 1:15-23
Romans 5:1-11

Ephesians 2:11-22
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Ephesians 4:1-16

SONGS

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Peace, Peace SARA GROVES

Glory (Let There Be Peace) MATT MAHER
Shalom TEN THOUSAND FATHERS

God With Us ALL SONS & DAUGHTERS



WEEK 2
Beginning Dec. 8

To be human is to long for PEACE. In Scripture, PEACE is not simply the absence
of conflict. It is a word that describes completeness, wholeness, fullness, the way
things are supposed to be. God created all things to be at PEACE.

Yet, PEACE is not a word that describes our world today. Sin disrupts the PEACE
that God desires for His people and His world, a world full of conflict and
brokenness. Mankind's only hope for true PEACE is the coming of Jesus Christ.

When Jesus was born as a human, He came to restore harmony and order, and He
did so through His death, burial, and resurrection. He offers this PEACE to any who
will trust in Him alone for their salvation.

Jesus promises that, one day, He will come again to completely reverse the curse
of sin and restore all things back to perfection. The Advent season reminds us of
our secure hope for PEACE through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The second Advent candle represents PEACE, the shalom, unity, and harmony that
comes into the world through Jesus Christ.

WEEKLY QUESTIONS

What is peace according to the Bible?
Where do you find peace?

How can we experience peace by trusting God?

DAILY QUESTIONS

What does this passage teach me about God and the peace He provides?
How can | apply this passage to my everyday life?

What practices can | put into place to cultivate peace today?



DAILY READING
Isaiah 61:1-4; 10-11
Psalm 16

Isaiah 12

John 16:16-24
Philippians 4:4-9

Romans 12:9-21
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Isaiah 55

SONGS

Joy to the World! The Lord is Come

Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Joy Has Dawned  KEITH GETTY AND STUART TOWNSEND

Angels We Have Heard on High



WEEK 3
Beginning Dec. 15

JOY. On the night of our Savior's birth, the angel said, “Fear not, for behold,

| bring to you good tidings of great JOY which shall be to all the people.” The
announcement of Christ's birth was the announcement that true JOY had entered
into the world.

True JOY is much more than just a happy feeling that comes and goes. Itis an
eternal perspective. It is gratefully celebrating what God has provided for His
people - peace through His Son. We can rejoice, even in our waiting, because
we know that Jesus Christ has reconciled us to God and secured for us an eternal
destiny marked by infinite JOY.

Our JOY is expressed by our praise. It is the joyful overflow and expression of our
righteous standing before our Holy God. Because we are one with Jesus Christ
through faith, the one who possesses “pleasures forevermore,” we can “rejoice
always.”

When Jesus comes again, we, as the people of God, will experience a lasting and
uninterrupted JOY, praising His glorious name forever.

We light the third Advent candle of JOY to symbolize the JOY that entered our
joyless world when Jesus arrived.

WEEKLY QUESTIONS

What is joy?
Where do you search for your joy?

How can our lives be marked by joy?

DAILY QUESTIONS

What does this passage teach me about God and the joy He provides?
How can | apply this passage to my everyday life?

What practices can | put into place to cultivate joy today?



[.OVE

DAILY READING

S lIsaiah 43

m  Philippians 2:1-11

t  Christmas Eve Matthew 1:18-23
W  Christmas Day Luke 2:1-21
SONGS

Labor of Love ANDREW PETERSON
What Child is This

O Holy Night

All Glory Be to Christ  KINGS (HHM)

Go, Tell It on the Mountain



WEEK 4
Beginning Dec. 22

LOVE. One of the great wonders of the world is the fact that God loves us even
though we don't deserve it. Throughout Scripture, we see promise after promise
that God loves His people with an unfailing, never-ending, steadfast LOVE. His
ultimate expression of this LOVE is displayed in His Son, our Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Because God loves us, He sent Jesus to be born as a human.

Because God loves us, He commissioned Jesus to grow up and die as a sacrifice
for our sins.

Because God loves us, He resurrected Jesus from the grave and claimed victory
over sin, death, Satan, and hell. God's LOVE for His people is not abstract—it is
tangibly expressed in the reality that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us,” and that this Word, Jesus Christ, broke His body and shed His blood to pay
the penalty for our sin.

The LOVE of God makes possible the forgiveness of our sins, so we can have
peace with Him. It paves the way for entrance into His eternal kingdom, and all
of this is ours by grace through faith in Christ alone.

The fourth Advent candle represents “LOVE,” the immovable, irrevocable,
unconditional LOVE of God for us.

WEEKLY QUESTIONS

What is love according to the Bible? How does it differ from how our culture defines love?

What are the ways God shows His love to us daily? Make a list of the ways God has shown
His love to you and add to it daily this week.

How can we receive God’s love for us and extend God’s love for others this week?

DAILY QUESTIONS

What does this passage teach me about God and His love for us?
How can | apply this passage to my everyday life?

How can | receive and reflect God’s love today?
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